TEN WAYS TO REDUCE AUTO THEFTS & BREAK-INS

PLACE shopping bags in
trunk right when you return
to your vehicle.

REMOVE All Valuables

Completely CLOSE
All Windows

INSTALL a Steering

LOCK All the Doors

INSTALL a
Locking Fuel Cap

INSTALL a Vehicle
Tracking System

Wheel Locking Device

INSTALL an Alarm System
with a Kill Switch

NEVER Leave
Your Vehicle
Running
Unattended

PARK in Well-Lit Locations.
Avoid Isolated Areas

TEN WAYS TO REDUCE RESIDENTIAL BREAK-INS

WINDOWS — Open windows only a few
inches and place doweling in the window
track to prevent further opening.

DO NOT place keys, purses, wallets or
items of value near open doors or windows

BLOCKWATCH - Form a
Blockwatch with your neighbors.
Contact your Maple Valley Police to

schedule a Crime Prevention
presentation. Topics will include
engraving, property inventory,

lighting and other helpful hints.

LIGHTS — Do not leave exterior lights
on during daytime hours. Consider
exterior lights with automatic sensor

lighting or motion sensors.

MAKE sure your house address is plainly
visible from the street at all times, day or
night.

USE timers with multiple settings and program them to turn on
lights, radios, and TV's throughout the residence several times
during the day and night to give the residence an “occupied”

look and sound.

. TURN DOWN your telephone ringer to avoid having
the ringing heard from outside your residence.
Some targeted residences are called by the burglar
who may be listening nearby to see if someone
answers. If no one answers, there is a good chance
no one is home.

INSTALL an Alarm System.

NEVER leave any door, especially the garage
door open while unattended. This may create
an opportunity for an uninvited / unwanted /
unauthorized person to walk into your garage
and possibly into your house undetected.
Keep ALL doors locked when not in use.

www.maplevalleywa.gov/police

. . . ENGRAVE your valuables with your
Call Maple Valley Police for a home security inspection Washington State Driver's License if there

425_413_5158 are no serial numbers. Take photos of

items and make a list of your property. File
the information in a safe location.



http://www.maplevalleywa.gov/police

NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH PROGRAM

A Neighborhood Watch is a program of neighbors helping neighbors. The Block Watch Program is a free
community-based crime prevention program. Residents on a street or in a complex form a communication
chain, aided by a block map of names, telephone numbers, and addresses. They make a commitment to watch
out for each other’s homes, and report suspicious activities to the police and to each other. They also keep each
other informed about neighborhood occurrences, burglary, thefts, and other crimes or problems occurring on
their street.

Getting Started

« Contact your neighbors and encourage them to join in forming a Neighborhood Watch

o Obtain information to create a neighborhood map and telephone pyramid

o Select a time, date and location for your Neighborhood Watch meetings i.e., private home, community
room, etc.

o Contact the Maple Valley Police Department at 425-413-5158 to check availability of an officer to
attend your meeting

« Notify your neighbors of the confirmed meeting details

Residents should

o Select a Neighborhood Watch Captain.
« Provide each home with a copy of the telephone pyramid and neighborhood map.

The Neighborhood Watch Captain should be someone who has strong organizational skills. The Captain is
responsible to ensure that all activities are performed and delegated whenever possible. Responsibilities of the
Neighborhood Watch Captain include:

« Organize monthly meetings or contacts.

« Contact residents who were unable to attend the meeting to pass on information, explain the program
and encourage participation.

Order Neighborhood Watch signs and Operations ID materials.

Encourage information sharing of suspicious activity, problems or needs.

Organize the annual National Night Out event (1* Tuesday of August).

Act as the liaison between your Neighborhood Watch and the Police Department (E-mail or photocopy
newsletters or special bulletins received from MVPD to all members of the Neighborhood Watch).

Neighborhood Watch is a community program and will only be as effective as the community makes it.
Independent studies have shown that Neighborhood Watches, when properly run, can reduce property crimes
significantly. For example, burglaries can be reduced up to 60%. Being a Neighborhood Watch Captain can be
a vital service to your community.




