
 

CITY OF MAPLE VALLEY, WASHINGTON 
 

ORDINANCE NO.  0-06-331 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF MAPLE VALLEY, 
WASHINGTON, AMENDING CHAPTER TEN OF THE MAPLE 
VALLEY MUNICIPAL CODE, ADOPTING TRAFFIC 
RESTRICTIONS, PROVIDING FOR PENALTIES, PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY, AND ESTABLISHING AN EFFECTIVE 
DATE  

  
WHEREAS, the Maple Valley City Council has adopted a Comprehensive Plan as 

required by the Washington State Growth Management Act, and 
 
WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan designates land according to its intended 

use; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Comprehensive Plan classifies the Maple Valley City street 
system according to its intended function; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Maple Valley City Council has determined that it is necessary to 

place restrictions on traffic to ensure that the City’s intended land uses are not adversely 
impacted by large truck traffic; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Maple Valley City Council has further determined that large 

trucks traveling on roadways within Maple Valley can endanger the safety of other 
vehicle drivers as well as pedestrians; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Maple Valley City Council has further determined that large 

trucks can cause excessive wear on paved City streets and may damage signs and/or other 
roadway structures; and 

 
WHEREAS, large trucks have sometimes diverted from the state highway system 

and used City streets with lower classifications; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Washington Model Traffic Ordinance is adopted in the Maple 

Valley Municipal Code, including sections regulating vehicle weights, heights, widths, 
and lengths; and 

 
WHEREAS, state law authorizes cities to impose limits on vehicles using City-

owned streets. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MAPLE 
VALLEY, WASHINGTON, DO ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 



 

Section 1. MVMC Title Ten Amended.  Maple Valley Municipal Code Title Ten is 
hereby amended, adding a new chapter entitled, “Truck Routes.”  The City Clerk is 
directed to codify the following provisions as MVMC 10.20: 
 

Purpose.  The purpose of this chapter is to regulate the kinds and classes of traffic 
on certain streets within the City of Maple Valley in order to promote efficient movement 
of vehicles while preserving the integrity of City streets and residential neighborhoods 
and protecting the safety of drivers and pedestrians.   
 

Definitions.  Terms used in this chapter are defined as follows: 
A. “Semitrailer” means that term as defined in RCW 46.04.530, as now or 

hereafter amended, which definition is:   “‘Semitrailer’ includes every vehicle 
without motive power designed to be drawn by a vehicle, motor vehicle, or 
truck tractor and so constructed that an appreciable part of its weight and that 
of its load rests upon and is carried by such other vehicle, motor vehicle, or 
truck tractor.” 

B. “Trailer” means that term as defined in RCW 46.04.620, as now or hereafter 
amended, which definition is:  “‘Trailer’ includes every vehicle without 
motive power designed for being drawn by or used in conjunction with a 
motor vehicle constructed so that no appreciable part of its weight rests upon 
or is carried by such motor vehicle, but does not include a municipal transit 
vehicle, or any portion thereof.” 

C. “Truck” means “motor truck” as defined in RCW 46.04.310, as now or 
hereafter amended,  which definition is:  “‘Motor truck’ means any motor 
vehicle designed or used for the transportation of commodities, merchandise, 
produce, freight, or animals.” 

D. “Truck tractor” means that term as defined in RCW 46.04.650, as now or 
hereafter amended, which definition is: “‘Tractor’ means every motor vehicle 
designed and used primarily for drawing other vehicles and not so constructed 
as to carry a load other than a part of the weight of the vehicle and load so 
drawn.” 

E. “Vehicle” means that term as defined in RCW 46.04.670, as now or hereafter 
amended, which definition is:  “‘Vehicle’ includes every device capable of 
being moved upon a public highway and in, upon, or by which any persons or 
property is or may be transported or drawn upon a public highway, including 
bicycles.  The term does not include power wheelchairs or devices other than 
bicycles moved by human or animal power or used exclusively upon 
stationary rails or tracks.  Mopeds shall not be considered vehicles or motor 
vehicles for the purposes of chapter 46.70 RCW.  Bicycles shall not be 
considered vehicles for the purposes of chapter 46.12, 46.16, or 46.70 RCW.  
Electric personal assistive mobility devices are not considered vehicles or 
motor vehicles for the purposes of chapter 46.12, 46.16, 46.29, 46.37, or 46.70 
RCW.” 

 
Restrictions – Operation of trucks, truck tractors, truck and trailer combinations, 

and/or truck tractor and semitrailer combinations.  Except as set forth in the below stated 



 

“Exemptions” and “Authorized Routes” sections of this chapter, no trucks, truck tractors, 
truck and trailer combinations, and/or truck tractor and semitrailer combinations shall 
operate on any City of Maple Valley streets. 

 
Exemptions – The following types of operation of certain trucks, truck tractors, 

truck and trailer combinations, and/or truck tractor and semitrailer combinations (“large 
truck operation”) that otherwise would be subject to the restrictions set forth in this 
chapter are exempt from the restrictions: (a) large truck operation conducted by 
businesses located outside of the City’s corporate boundaries that use non-truck route 
roadways in the City, specifically including but not limited to Wax Road, to get to and 
from their business provided the travel, to and from their business, is within one mile of 
the City’s corporate limits; (b) large truck operation conducted by businesses located 
within the City’s corporate boundaries that use non-truck route roadways in the City to 
get to and from their business, provided such businesses only use non-truck route 
roadways, to and from their business, to reach an authorized truck route or as otherwise 
set forth in this chapter; and (c) municipal vehicles, authorized buses, and authorized 
solid waste and recycling disposal vehicles. 
 

Authorized Routes – Operation of certain trucks, truck tractors, truck and trailer 
combinations, and/or truck tractor and semitrailer combinations.  It is the purpose of this 
chapter to restrict truck traffic in the City of Maple Valley to the maximum extent 
possible to the state highway system or to authorized truck routes, and to prohibit truck 
traffic on City arterials and streets except where no alternative state highway route or 
authorized truck route is available.  In furtherance of this purpose, all trucks, truck 
tractors, truck and trailer combinations, and/or truck tractor and semitrailer combinations 
over eight feet in width, over 30 feet in length, or over 32,000 pounds licensed gross 
vehicle weight shall be restricted to the state highway system or one of the following 
authorized routes while traveling to and from locations within the City of Maple Valley; 
provided that when such locations are not immediately adjacent to a state highway route 
or an authorized truck route, vehicles described in this chapter shall use the shortest and 
most direct City arterial route between the nearest state highway route or authorized truck 
route and such departure location or destination location, and such vehicles may not use 
City non-arterial streets except when traveling directly between such locations and the 
nearest arterial, state highway, or authorized truck route: 
 

Route 1 - Kent Kangley Road from State Route 169 to the east City limits of 
Maple Valley (“City limits”) 

Route 2 - Summit Landsburg Road from Kent Kangley Road to the east City 
limits 

Route 3 - 216th Avenue SE from the south City limits to State Route 516 
Route 4 - Witte Road from State Route 169 to the north City limits 
Route 5 - SE 231st Street from State Route 169 to Witte Road 
 
Enforcement.  Violation of any of the provisions of this chapter is a traffic 

infraction and shall be assessed a basic penalty of not less than one hundred and one 
dollars. 



 

 
Section 2.  Severability.  Should any section, paragraph, sentence, clause or phrase of this 
ordinance, or its application to any person or circumstance, be declared unconstitutional 
or otherwise invalid for any reason, or should any portion of this ordinance be preempted 
by state or federal law or regulation, such decision or preemption shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining portions of this ordinance or its application to other persons or 
circumstances. 
 
Section 3.  Effective Date.  This ordinance shall be published in the official newspaper of 
the City, and shall take effect and be in full force five (5) days after the date of 
publication and after signs designating the provisions of this ordinance are posted in each 
end of the portion of any public highway affected thereby in accordance with RCW 
46.44.080. 

 
ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL AT A REGULAR BUSINESS 

MEETING THEREOF ON THE 21ST DAY OF AUGUST, 2006. 
 
 
      CITY OF MAPLE VALLEY 
 
 
 
      _______________________ 
      Laure A. Iddings, Mayor 
 
 

ATTEST/AUTHENTICATED: 
 
 
 
________________________________ 
Irvalene M. Moni, CMC, PRP City Clerk 
 
 
 
Approved as to form: 
 
 
 
__________________________ 
Joseph B. Levan, City Attorney 
 
Date of Publication: September 6, 2006 
Effective Date: September 11, 2006 


