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CITY OF MAPLE VALLEY WASHINGTON 
PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION 

September 18, 2019 
LAKE WILDERNESS LODGE 

22500 SE 248TH STREET 
 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
Vice-Chair Sander called the meeting to order at 6:37 p.m.  
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Present: Chair Tallman, Vice Chair Sander, Sarah Gilbert-Newell, Tim Calohan, Lauren 
Bergstrom 
Absent: Phillip Chiappini, Julia Cain-La Fleur, Laurel Hubert 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT  
 
None 
 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA  
 
Vice-chair Sander made motion to approve the agenda, Sarah Gilbert-Newell seconded, motion 
carried 5-0. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Commissioner Calohan made a motion to approve minutes from 6/18/19, Commissioner Gilbert-
Newell seconded, motion carried 5-0. 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 
 
None 
 
COMMISSION/STAFF REPORTS 
 

a. Department Update – Director Johnson gave a brief department update: Summit Park had 
over 300 people attend the grand opening event on July 18 and has been busy since; 
officially accepted the Elk Run Natural Area (approx 67 acres) into our parks system and 
have begun to maintain and install park rules signs; June 22nd was the opening of our 
summber beach program and Kids Bike Challenge with 100 kids on bikes; Kids Festival 
was July 13; Shakespeare in the Park was lightly attended this year, so staff are looking at 
options for next year; Maple Valley Family 4th – the community sing along was well 
received;  had five concerts in the park (average attendance was 450); Wilderness 
Adventure Camp was a success; Camp Wild was again sold out this year; Director 
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Johnson is going to NRPA at the end of September; reminded commissioners to RSVP to 
the 10/7 volunteer appreciation event. 

b. Capital Project Update - Director Johnson gave a brief department update: Summit Park 
Dog Park and sport courts will open 9/20 at noon – the fountain and some fencing will be 
installed after the soft opening; Lake Wilderness Park & Arboretum parking lot 
expansion project is in progress; the parks maintenance storage shed is expected to arrive 
in a few weeks.  

 
CONTINUED BUSINESS  

a. Lake Wilderness Golf Course Update – The golf course is doing very well, customer 
satisfaction is up, ronds played are up almost 35% through August compared to last year, 
the department is happy with the first eight months of the partnership with the new 
Courseco management company. An RFP is currently out for the design consultant of a 
new clubhouse, submissions are due 9/27/19.  

b. PRAOS Plan Update – The community survey received 1100 responses (the goal was 
300), which 10% were under age 20; stakeholder meetings will be held next week, an 
open house is scheduled for October 2 to inform the public of the process and an 
overview of what we’ve heard from the public to help inform the plan.  

c. Review Work Plan – Chair Tallman led a discussion on the work plan and the direction 
the commission would like for the 2020 work plan. Commissioners are interested in 
adding trail connectivity and exploring and supporting special needs offerings in the 
community to the 2020 work plan. Director Johnson will update the 2020 work plan 
based on the discussion and bring it to the October 16 meeting.  

 
NEW BUSINESS  

a. Regional Aquatic Center – The City of Covington has received a $1 million grant from 
the State of Washington for a feasibility study to research the possibility of a regional 
aquatic center. An RFQ for consultants has gone out for phase one of the feasibility 
study. They are looking for a consultant to do a site analysis for where this facility could 
be located.  Maple Valley is supporting Covington during this process ans will be a part 
of the review process. 

b. Commission Appointments – Tallman, Chiappini and Calohan terms expire 12/31/19; 
applications are currently being accepted to fill the vacancies. Current members must 
reapply and go through the process to be considered for reappointment. There no longer 
will be automatic reappointments, so all outgoing members and current alternates must 
complete an application to be considered for a position and be interviewed at a City 
Council meeting.  
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
None 
 
ANNOUNCEMENT OF UPCOMING MEETING 
 
October 16, 2019 
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AJOURN 
 
Chair Tallman adjourned the meeting at 7:40 p.m.  
 
_________________________________    
Tracy Kelly, Administrative Assistant III 


