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May 6, 2019 
DOWNTOWN VISIONING SUMMIT #1 
City of Maple Valley Downtown Visioning Study 
 
 
What is “Downtown”? What are attributes of a great “Town Center”? 

• Is “Downtown” different than a “Town Center”? 
o Downtowns are old, they have history and historic buildings. 
o Town Center is young. 
o Can MAPLE VALLEY create something now that feels like it’s always been 

there, 2-3 generations from now? 
o [For purposes of Summit discussion, “downtown” and “town center” will be 

used interchangeably.] 
• Downtown means something different to every generation 
• City center identity, should have civic buildings 

o City hall 
o Library 
o Central government services 
o Emergency center for communications in case of event 

• Old downtowns often mean multi-story buildings with a mix of uses (“vertical mixed-
use”) 

o Building height is okay 
o Parking underground and out of sight 

• Downtown should be for everybody. 
o Residents 
o Neighbors from adjacent communities 
o Outside visitors (draw outside money into town) 

• Unique identity & selling proposition 
o Recognizable 
o Vision 
o Clarity 
o Attractive aesthetics 

• Retail & Shopping 
o Brick & mortar storefronts – actual locations for retail 
o Needs more than just shopping for longevity, particularly since retail is 

changing 
o Need more local retail (less of the big chains) 
o Need more higher end chain retail, e.g., Trader Joe’s 
o Provides a variety of places to eat; food as destination 

• Mixed-use & adaptability 
o Affordability 
o Long-term viability & scalability 

• Economic hub 
o Employment center 
o Center of commerce 

• Need to honor what’s there now and expand on it 
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• Heart and soul of a community, the mecca  
• Placemaking / “sense of place” 

o Scale 
o Familiarity 
o Attractive 
o History  
o Of Maple Valley 
o Central landmark – clock tower, statue, etc. 

• Walkability / Pedestrian-friendly 
o Wide sidewalks 
o Safety 

• Small town feeling 
o Is 3-story still ‘small’? 

• Arts & culture 
• Reflects the heritage 
• Feels safe, welcome 
• Good lighting 
• Pet friendly 
• Sustainability, environmentally responsible 
• Density 
• Don’t want a lot of huge billboard advertising / concerned about the aesthetics of 

downtown 
• Goal: MAPLE VALLEY becomes more than a commuter town. There are places for 

working age adults to work in MAPLE VALLEY. 
• Provide virtual work environments / more jobs in MAPLE VALLEY 

o Co-sharing offices 
o Work at home 
o Brick & mortar office buildings 

• Welcome Center for tourists, information, Chamber of Commerce 
• Community Center with youth activities 

o High school kids are hanging out at Fred Meyer’s or Johnson’s (free popcorn) 
• Need more young family activities (younger than school age) & parent map of 

activities 
• Civic space, gathering area / public plaza 

o Water features 
o Flexible, able to host events (including farmers’ market, parades) 
o Statues representing who MAPLE VALLEY is/was 
o People place 
o Need a place to gather in-town. Residents leave town now. 

• Main Street environment 
• Character 
• Lodging 
• 24/7 activity 
• Good neighbor; honors adjacent properties  
• Vibrant, energy  
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• Outdoor recreation 
• Inclusive – all ages, all abilities, backgrounds, demographics 
• Often has a heightened police presence  
• Typically has a higher rate of crime 
• Transportation 

o Should have adequate parking 
o Often is a high traffic area 
o Transit center 
o Bikeability 

• In need of redevelopment 
 
What is working well now? 

• Tahoma School District, high school; It’s also an opportunity to partner with the 
district. 

• Community programming; but there’s not enough – demand for more! 
• Creative Arts Council, music 
• Parks & the Lodge 
• Strong volunteer base – Rotary, Lions, Chamber of Commerce 
• Trail system 
• Medical services 
• Small town feeling 
• Farmers’ Market 
• Outdoor recreation 
• Bikeability exists, in pockets. Could be better and more connected. (The new 

developments are good but the old sections are islands/disconnecting.) 
• Feels safe, welcome 
• Playgrounds, city parks 
• Shopping [working well and not well, split opinion] 

 
Dreaming about Maple Valley 2030 or 2040: “It’s as good as it gets when….” 
 … the number of pedestrians are the traffic (not the cars). 
 … Legacy Site is developed as civic center. 
 … there is more money than is required. 
 … the teenagers want to hang out here. 
 … the community honors our veterans, at events and all the time. 
 … residents can get what they need in MAPLE VALLEY and don’t have to leave. 
 … MAPLE VALLEY is an employment center with family wage jobs. 
 … MAPLE VALLEY is no longer a bedroom community. 
 … kids want to move back home and raise their families where they grew up. 
 … generations are connected. 
 … activities are available that don’t require commuting out of MAPLE VALLEY. 
 … there is tremendous civic pride. 
 … seniors are supported. 
 … Mt. Rainier trail is complete and connected. 
 … MAPLE VALLEY is a regional arts & culture destination. 
 … there is lodging available downtown. 
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 … MAPLE VALLEY embraces its history. 
 … there is a balance of commerce, housing and open/ green space. 
 … other cities look up to / want to be MAPLE VALLEY. 
 … state funds widening of SR-169. 
 … MAPLE VALLEY is financially stable. 
 … the bike racks are full and the car parking lots are empty. 
 
What should be the priority(ies) in achieving this dream? 

• New design guidelines & process 
• Defensible vision, willingness to take a risk 
• Defined course of action 
• Employment 
• Annex the Donut (Summit Place) 
• Create civic partnerships – education, Chamber of Commerce, workforce 

development 
• City Council provides clear direction to city staff 
• Engage the community / take pride in MAPLE VALLEY 
• Balance new business with existing businesses 
• Activate Legacy Site 

 
Legacy Site discussion 

• City hall should be developed here 
 
Visioning Summit Meeting #2 will be scheduled in early summer, potentially June 3rd. 
Homework may be assigned/sent out with the meeting announcement. 
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Facebook comments, post-event (as of May 8, 2019, at 3:30pm) 
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