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Tips on How to Prevent Vehicle Thefts 
 
Most reports indicate that there are approximately 770,000 vehicles stolen in the 
United States each year.  That’s one vehicle every 41 seconds!  A majority of thieves use 
the stolen vehicle to commit other crimes then abandoned them, usually not returned 
to the owner in the greatest condition.  In most cases, your insurance will cover the 
loss and or damage.  With that said, if you are practicing poor habits such as leaving 
your keys in the car or letting your car “warm-up” in the driveway, some insurance 
companies won’t pay out for the owner’s negligence.   
 
More than half of the vehicle thefts are preventable.  Please consider these vehicle 
owner tips; 
 

 NEVER leave your vehicle with the engine running, even in your very 
own driveway 
 Never leave the keys in the vehicle, no matter where it’s parked.   
 Whether you leave your car for a moment or for several hours, ALWAYS lock it and 

take the keys with you 
 Never hide an extra key inside or outside of your vehicle 
 Consider installing an audible alarm system 
 Consider using a visible device such as a steering-wheel lock 
 Consider installing a GPS or tracking system 
 Keep a copy of your registration filed away 

 
Be sure to contact police immediately to file a stolen vehicle report (206-296-3311).  
Take a few moments to be sure that your car wasn’t towed.  Give the dispatcher as 
much information as you can; the license plate number, color, make, & model of your 
vehicle, the vehicle identification number (VIN) and any identifying characteristics i.e., 
stickers, damage, or anything unique that stands out, or if it has a tracking system 
installed.  While you shouldn’t be keeping any valuables in your vehicle, be prepared to 
give detailed information about any items you may have forgotten to take out. 
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